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The Woodrow W. McGlothlin Center for the Arts 
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Emory, VA 
 

The Woodrow W. McGlothlin Center for the Arts (WMCA) is a 47,000 GSF performing 

and visual arts center to be located on the campus of Emory & Henry College.  It houses 

a 473-seat auditorium with fully-rigged proscenium stage, a black box studio theatre with 

integrated technical capabilities, an art gallery, offices, and space for art, music, and 

theatre education, with appropriate support spaces. 

 

Notice to Proceed was received from the Owner on August 15
th

, 2013.  The Substantial 

Completion date for the Project is February 9th, 2015. 

 

The project is seeking LEED Silver certification and is partially funded by the USDA 

office of Rural Development (USDA RD), requiring conformance to various Federal 

regulations. 

 
 

Building 
 

The new Center for the Arts will be located in the heart of campus adjacent to Wiley 

Hall, the main administrative building, Kelly Library, and several residence halls.  The 

building will have three levels (Theatre Level, Studio Level, and Upper Level).  The 

North Entrance is at the Studio Level and the South Entrance is at the Theatre Level. 
 

The superstructure of this building is comprised of cast-in-place concrete, structural steel, 

and CMU.  The interior and exterior wall systems are a combination of CMU block and 

metal studs/drywall.  The envelope of this building is a combination of brick, curtain 

wall, metal panels, and EIFS.  There will be a combination of asphalt shingles, metal, and 

TPO roof system with roof drains, overflow scuppers and gutters to manage all storm 

water runoff. 

 

Site Improvements 
 

Site improvements will consist of heavy duty concrete paving at the loading dock and 

south lobby entrance, concrete paving at entrances, sidewalks, and stairs around the 

building, masonry cheek walls at stairs, asphalt paving at the parking area south of 

Garnand Drive, installation of bike racks, granite bollards, light bollards, and 

landscaping. 

 

The Batching Process 
 

Branch & Associates has developed a Batching Plan for this project.  This construction 

process focuses on completing the project in small, planned, incremental batches.  Using 

this process, the project is divided into sections, and emphasis is placed on starting the 

next work trade as soon as possible.  Since each section is smaller than the overall 



building or area, each trade will be able start work earlier than would normally be 

possible under traditional construction techniques. 
 

This project has been broken into three (3) separate batches, see plans on next page.  

Those batches are as follows:   
 

Batch 1 North Area – Studio Theatre, Radio Studio, Scene Shop, Office, and Mechanical 

Room 

Batch 2 Core Area – Stage and Auditorium   

Batch 3 South Area – Main Lobby, Box Office, Restrooms, and Amphitheater   
 

The Exterior Site Improvements has been divided into two (2) separate areas.  These 

areas are as follows: 
 

Main Building Area – Portion of the project site North of Garnand Drive 

South Parking Area – Portion of the project site South of Garnand Drive 

 

The Renderings that follow are a pictorial representation of the phasing of the project.  

This represents the as planned progression of the Woodrow W. McGlothlin Center for the 

Arts project. 
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